No Cost Tax Prep
with NRCA’s VITA Program

New River Community Action’s
(NRCA) Volunteer Income Tax
Assistance (VITA) program provided
free tax-filing during this year’s tax
season for local residents who earned
$41,646 or less. VITA was staffed by
volunteers certified by the IRS to process
basic tax forms. They made sure tax-
filers received all the credits available,
including the Earned Income Credit
(EITC) and the Child Tax Credit (CTC).
The VITA volunteers also determined
whether the tax-filer qualified for any
additional money from last year’s
stimulus payment. In addition to filling
out the tax forms, VITA volunteers filed
the returns electronically, shortening the
time to receive refunds.

Richard Theobald began his
VITA service as a valuable volunteer and
later assumed the position of NRCA’s
VITA Coordinator. “In Pulaski, I had
a client who was so grateful to have
his taxes done for free that he wanted
to pay me something. He couldn’t get
over the fact that VITA is done at no cost
whatsoever,” said Theobald.

As of end of March, seventeen
NRCA VITA volunteers had assisted in
the preparation of 170 returns, saving
local residents approximately $34,000 in
tax prep fees. Many for these residents
qualified for the EITC, with an average
local refund of over $1,000, or the CTC,
with an average refund of over $800.
Free tax preparation was available at six
New River Valley sites.

Kelly Stovall is happy to have her taxes
prepared by Richard Theobald, VITA
Coordinator, at the NRCA Pulaski Area Office.

Success for Empty Bowls Fundraiser
By: Sara Franklin, Radford University Public Relations Intern

New River Community Action (NRCA) held an Empty Bowls
fundraiser in Floyd on Sunday, March 29, 2009. The purpose of the
fundraiser was to help raise money for the Emergency Assistance
Programs’ Floyd Café for Kids. In 2008, Café for Kids helped 72
children in Floyd County by supplying two breakfasts, two lunches,
and two dinners, with multiple snacks. Each eligible child receives a
backpack at school each Friday and the children take home the food
and return the backpack on Monday.

The fundraiser was held at the Jacksonville Center in Floyd.
Volunteers from the community made homemade bowls, soups, and
desserts to be distributed at the event. Each person who attended the
benefit first received a homemade bowl donated by a local artist,
and then chose from twenty-nine different soup choices to fill their
bowl. The event ended with dessert donated by Floyd High School’s
Culinary Arts programs. The tickets for the event were ten dollars
and 350-400 people attended. Tamara Lemons, Coordinator of New
River Community Action’s Emergency Assistance Program, said,
“We truly had an overwhelming positive response at this fundraiser.
The community went above and beyond for their support and without
them this event would have never been possible.”

One woman who attended the fundraiser has a child who

is a Café for Kids participant. She expressed her gratitude for the
program and how noted how much it has helped her family. She
even mentioned how much her child looked forward to getting the
backpack on Fridays. Lemons said, “We know by the numbers that
there is a need for Caf¢ for Kids, but when we hear a story about how
the program has helped families, it makes this fund raising event that
much more rewarding.”
Empty Bowls raised $6, 310 and sold ninety-eight more bowls than
originally expected. NRCA would like to extend special thanks to
Karen Day, McCabe Coolidge, Lee Henkel, Sue Morris, Deborah
Carter, Don George, Glenda George, Gayle Griffin, John Getgood,
Betty Getgood, Darla Bray, Bill Gardner, Ginny Gardner, Ron
Sutterer, Susan Sutterer, Pat Shelor, and Tamara Lemons. Anyone
wishing to contribute in any way to the Floyd Café for Kids project
may contact Nelthia Barton at 540-745-2102.

Café for Kids’
supporters line up for soup at
Empty Bowls fundraiser.

Each person who attended the benefit first received
a homemade bowl donated by a local artist.
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